WOMAN DRESS
DIR: Thirza Cuthand, 2019.

Synopsis:
Pre-contact, a Two-Spirit person named Woman Dress travels the Plains, gathering and sharing
stories. Featuring archival images and dramatized re-enactments, this film shares a Cuthand
family oral story, honouring and respecting Woman Dress without imposing colonial binaries on
them.
Run Time:
6:28
Suggested Grades:
5+
The Takeaway/ Learning Objectives:
●
●
●

Gender is a cultural construct
Pronouns can be flexible
Culture is living + breathing

Content Flags:
Mention of violence
Keywords:
colonization, Indigenous, Two-Spirit, gender expression, storytelling
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Pre-viewing Questions:
●
●
●

●

What are some places where we get stories in our daily lives?
○ Film, TV, news, family, books…
How were stories spread before using film (and other technology)?
○ Newspapers, books, through family members and community (word of mouth)
What are pronouns?
○ When we refer to someone without using their name; most often, people assume
pronouns are she, her, hers or he, him his
Do all languages in the world use the pronouns she/he/they? Do you know any
languages that use different pronouns?
○ Many languages around the world have different ways of describing people in
the third person that don’t specify gender
○ Some languages are more gendered than others

Post-Viewing Questions:
●
●

●

●

What stood out to you about this film?
○ Mixed-use of pronouns, how the story didn’t just end…
Why did the storyteller switch between calling the main character ‘he’ and ‘she’?
○ The Cree language only has one pronoun for both he and she, so when
storytellers started learning English, sometimes they would switch between
pronouns as they spoke, treating them as gender-neutral.
○ Sometimes, storytellers would use ‘he’ as a default pronoun for characters who
wouldn’t have had a gender traditionally, and over time this has caused them to
be misinterpreted as male characters.
○ This is one example of how translation into English can leave behind important
aspects of some cultures
How do you think language influences how we see gender and the importance we place
on it?
○ When we are grammatically forced to refer to gender all of the time, it reinforces
the society’s need to define everyone’s gender.
Why did they think that the grandfather was reluctant to share this story?
○ Because of the stigma that colonial society places on gender diversity and other
cultures’ knowledge of gender.
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Common Questions:
●

It’s interesting that the Cree language doesn’t use pronouns.
○ Some more context to give about the Cree language is useful here. In the Cree
language, pronouns are not gendered. Singular pronouns refer to ‘me’, to ‘you’
and to a third person (she/he/they).
○ Additionally, similarly to how languages like French are structured by masculine
and feminine, Cree is structured by animate and inanimate, and so the way you
refer to all people/creatures/objects depends on whether they are considered to
be alive or not.
○ More information can be found here:
https://plainscree.atlas-ling.ca/grammar/words/pronouns/#:~:text=For%20instan
ce%2C%20the%20English%20pronouns,the%20context%20of%20the%20sen
tence).
○ https://nistosap.wordpress.com/2018/05/27/cree-pronouns-are-very-important/

Additional Films
● Regalia is a short documentary that features Duane and his journey as someone

who identifies as “Two Spirit”. Duane speaks to the importance of art, creativity,
and tradition and culture, in his story of coming out and exploring his identities.
https://outonscreen.com/film-catalogue/regalia/
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