
SLOW DANCE
Dir. Christian Zetterberg, 2018.

Synopsis:

A young boy is nervous about asking someone to dance. After working up his courage in the
bathroom, we see him approach another boy for a slow dance, although it is unclear whether
this is in his imagination or reality. Swedish with English subtitles.

Run Time:

5:30

Suggested Grades:

5+

The Takeaway/ Learning Objectives:

A sweet and light-hearted film showcasing queer representation in a way that is relatable to a
non-queer audience. Can also be used to address assumptions and heteronormativity, or
expanded to discuss allyship

Content Flags:

Brief shot of smoking, brief profanity

Keywords:

Attraction, gay, queer, assumptions, dance, coming out
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SLOW DANCE
Dir. Christian Zetterberg, 2018.

Pre-viewing Questions:

● What does it feel like when we have a crush? Butterflies, giddy, shy, nervous, anxious,
excited, etc.

● What makes it so scary to ask someone to dance? Fear of rejection, being made fun of,
someone else asking them first,

Post-Viewing Questions:

● Who are love stories usually about? What makes this film different?
○ Usually between girls and boys/men and women
○ This film shows a boy who likes another boy

● What do we know about Kevin’s (main character) identity?
○ We know that he wanted to dance with another boy (Kim), but we don’t actually

know how Kevin identifies. He may identify as pansexual, bisexual, gay, queer,
or many other identities!

● How could Kim (the boy Kevin danced with) have reacted if he didn’t want to dance
with Kevin?

○ He could have been mad, embarrassed, or made fun of Kevin
○ A better course of action would be to politely decline and move on.

● Even though we most often see a boy asking a girl to dance, anyone of any gender can
ask another person to dance. What might be different if we are asking someone to
dance who is the same gender as us?

○ Homophobia or biphobia might be part of the ways a person responds to us if
they think it is wrong to have two boys or two girls dancing.

● [For older grades and deeper analysis] If you notice in the final dance scene, a lot of the
pairs on the floor appear to be girls. Why might this be?

○ In many cultures, it is more common for girls to show intimacy within
friendships, without being perceived as queer. This is also based on stereotypes
that girls are more emotional than boys.

○ Patriarchy and toxic masculinity feed homophobia: women are sometimes more
able to express platonic affection with each other without being perceived as
queer because our society deems affection feminine.

○ Men who display affection toward each other are assumed to be gay because
they are percieved as more feminine.
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