Biidaaban (The Dawn Comes)
DIR: Amanda Strong, 2018

Synopsis:
Biidaaban, a gender non-binary Indigenous youth, joins forces with a 10,000-year-old
Sasquatch to revive ceremonial sap harvesting in suburban Ontario.
Run Time:
19:15
Suggested Grades:
Gr. 8+
The Takeaway/ Learning Objectives:
Two Spirit identity is situated in relationships to community, family, land, and spirituality.
Content Flags:
Colonial violence, fighting between character and objects come to life
Keywords:
Non-binary, Indigenous, gender expression
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Pre-viewing Questions:
●
●

What traditions do you have in your family or culture? Do they involve food? Answers
will vary.
What roles/responsibilities do you have at home and in school? Answers will vary.

Post-Viewing Questions:
●
●
●

●

Did anything in the film indicate Biidaaban’s gender? No, though we might make
assumptions based on how they look
Who were Biidaaban’s allies? Sabe (Sasquatch), Ghost Caribou, Ghost Wolf
What is it that attacks Biidaaban? What do these symbolize? Animated parts of the built
city environment, like streetlights, fences, houses. This symbolizes how settler
occupation and city development bar Indigenous people from accessing their lands and
resources.
What was Biidaaban harvesting? Why was it so important? Maple syrup, an important
tradition for Anishinaabe people since time immemorial. It is for sustenance and
ceremony, a part of identity and renewal of relationships with the land and ancestors.
Food sources are not simply food, they are reciprocal relationships which have
sustained us for thousands of years and those relationships can not be abandoned.

Common Questions:
●

What did Biidaaban put down in front of the tree? A tobacco tie. This is a prayer
offering, showing respect and reciprocity in relationship. Something must always be
given when we take something from the land.

Additional Resources:
●

Panel discussion and presentation with Leanne Betasamosake Simpson, the author of
the stories that this film was based on, and others involved in making the film
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=43ueqzCw6y4
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