BEHIND LOCKED DOORS
ReelYouth Community Stories, 2020.

Synopsis:
A mini-documentary exploring queerness in BC’s Interior. Drag performer Tyson Cook (Freida
Whales) from Kelowna, BC discusses his experience being ‘out’ on social media and
participating in Drag Queen Storytime. Elderly lesbian couple Kuya Minogue and Rita Scott
from Creston, BC share the story of how they met and how times have changed since they
were young. Made by youth.
Run Time:
6:43
Suggested Grades:
10+
The Takeaway/ Learning Objectives:
Queerness exists everywhere and in many forms, but few stories are set outside big, urban
cities. Representation of rural queerness and queer elders is extremely limited. This films also
compares and contrasts the experiences of younger and older queer people, showing that
some things have changed and others haven’t.
Content Flags:
●
●

Displays/discusses transphobic comments/cyberbullying
Discussion of police raids and homophobia
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Pre-viewing Questions:
●
●

●

What do you know about queer history?
Answers will vary.
When queerness is shown in the media, how is it usually portrayed?
Stereotypes, very narrow portrayal; ex: young, cisgender, white men, usually
feminine/flamboyant, urban, etc.
Who might be missing?
A lot! Ex: older people, different genders, different
races/ethnicities/nationalities/religions, personalities, body sizes, etc.

Post-Viewing Questions:
●

●

●

How is Tyson’s experience different from Kuya and Rita’s?
○ Kuya and Rita grew up with homosexuality being illegal, different social attitudes
○ Experience of lesbians different from queer men
○ Tyson is younger, and more active on social media
How are they similar?
○ All three face queerphobia from people around them, including family and
colleges
○ Experiences with cyberbullying
What are some pros and cons of being ‘out’ on social media?
○ PROS: find community, help others feel less alone, reach a wider audience,
connect with people further away, etc.
○ CONS: can become a target for cyberbullying, lack of privacy, etc.

Common Questions:
●

What is Drag Queen Storytime/why does it exist? Volunteers dress in drag (usually on
the sillier side) and read stories to kids and families at the library. It’s really fun, helps
normalize queer people in wider society and challenges harmful stereotypes about
queer people (especially trans people) and kids. It also helps kids who are
experimenting with gender expression feel represented.

Additional Activities:
●

Compare/contrast Behind Locked Doors with Boss is Maya Ritchey. Consider how
gender expression is portrayed
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