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FESTIVAL WELCOME

Gregor Robertson
Mayor

Hon Dr Hedy Fry
MP Vancouver Centre

The Honourable Dr Hedy Fry, PC, MP
Member of Parliament for 
Vancouver Centre

Gregor Robertson
Mayor, City of Vancouver

On behalf of the citizens of Vancouver and my 
colleagues on City Council, I want to extend my 
warmest greetings to the 29th Annual Vancouver 
Queer Film Festival.

Vancouver is fast emerging as a true creative pow-
erhouse on the world stage, and the Vancouver 
Queer Film Festival is a leading contributor to the 
strength of our vibrant arts and cultural community. 
The Vancouver Queer Film Festival is Vancouver’s 
second-largest film festival and the largest queer 
arts event in all of Western Canada.

Vancouver is proud of the diversity that thrives in 
our community, and our city is so tremendously 
enriched by the economic, cultural, and social con-
tributions of our lesbian, gay, bisexual, and trans-
gender residents. The Vancouver Queer Film Fes-
tival sheds light on these contributions and shares 
compelling stories of LGBTQ activism, experiences, 
struggles and aspirations from every corner of the 
globe. As Mayor, I would like to thank all the film 
makers, entertainers, Festival organizers, and volun-
teers who contribute to the success of this unique 
and important festival.

Yours truly,

Welcome to the 29th Annual Queer Film Festival, 
the second largest film festival in Vancouver.

As a long-time supporter of this event, I can tell 
you that a quick glance at the program is all you 
need to know that this year will be well worth the 
wait. For example, Fathers, a Thai drama explores 
the journey of a gay couple raising their adopted 
child. On the other hand, if you are looking for a 
documentary, look no further than Jacqueline 
Gares’ FREE CeCe! and David France’s The 
Death and Life of Marsha P. Johnson.

Since the Festival’s beginning in 1988, VQFF 
has proudly showcased films that illuminate the 
transformative moments in the lives of queer 
people. Each experience is different, and it is a 
delight to watch different interpretations play out 
on the big screen. You don’t have to be queer to 
attend. Good cinema is cinema with the power to 
delight, inform, and inspire.

Have a great time and enjoy the Festival!

Sincerely,

Chief Ian Campbell
Cultural Ambassador & Negotiator
Intergovernmental Relations, Natural 
Resources, & Revenue
Squamish Nation

Chief Ian Campbell
Xálek’/Sekyú Siyám
Cultural Ambassador & Negotiator
Intergovernmental Relations, Natural 
Resources, & Revenue
Squamish Nation

Welcome to Coast Salish territory.

It is my honour to welcome the 29th Vancouver 
Queer Film Festival to the shared territories of 
the Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh First 
Nations.

Storytelling is a critical component of cultural 
expression, sense of place and belonging. Thank 
you to all the filmmakers and artists for their 
contribution to changing lives by telling stories. 
Two-spirit people are common in today's society 
and are respected as fundamental and valued 
parts of many Indigenous cultures and societies. 
We look forward to the Festival celebrating culture 
and showcasing two-spirit people.

You have our best wishes for a strong and 
successful film festival.

Chen kwen mantumi (I thank you),
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The Hon Mélanie Joly
Minister of Canadian Heritage
Ministre du Patrimoine canadien

Welcome to the 2017 Vancouver Queer Film 
Festival!

The VQFF showcases creators from the LGBTQ2 
community and lets audiences of all backgrounds 
and identities discover their works. Canada is 
recognized throughout the world for its diversity and 
openness; the Festival strengthens this reputation 
while encouraging respect and understanding 
within our society.

As we celebrate Canada 150 in 2017, the 
Government of Canada is pleased to support 
cultural events that give our creators a platform to 
share their stories—as VQFF has done for the last 
29 years.

As Minister of Canadian Heritage, I would like to 
thank the organizers, volunteers and filmmakers 
who made this year’s Festival possible. Thank you 
for your efforts to showcase and celebrate queer 
stories on screen.

Spencer Chandra Herbert
Vancouver West End-Coal Harbour

Spencer Chandra Herbert, MLA
Member of Legislative Assembly for
Vancouver West End-Coal Harbour

Dear friends,
 
As the MLA for Vancouver’s West End, a community 
that has been at the centre of our struggle for 
equality and human rights, it is my great honour to 
celebrate Vancouver’s Queer Film Festival with you.

Queer voices in the Arts have led the way in 
building more inclusive communities that embrace 
diversity.  BC is a better place to call home because 
of festivals like this one, and because of the activist 
spirit behind the Festival that has driven so many in 
our communities to work to change biases, build 
acceptance, and make our governments work for 
us, not against us as was the case not that many 
years ago.  Governments can change laws to build 
equality, but only communities of good people 
can change culture to make equality real.   Only 
communities can decide to choose love over hate. 
   
Thank you for so clearly choosing love.  I extend my 
very best to the you, Festival staff, and the always 
important volunteers for a very successful festival.

All the best, 
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Stephanie Goodwin
Executive Director

Daniel Heath Justice
Board Member

photo credit: Alissa McColl

Welcome to the 29th Vancouver Queer Film Festival. It’s been a year full of 
contradictions for our queer, trans, and Two-Spirit communities. The Human 
Rights Act now includes gender identity and expression. Out in Schools has 
tripled its reach to youth across B.C. At the same time we see the volume 
turned way up on acts of hate based on racism, homophobia, and transphobia 
after the American election.

As queer people with complex intersecting identities, our lives are inherently 
political. So when politics happen on the scale and at the exposure they are 
happening right now in North America and globally, it affects us all in a way that 
is real and visceral; it has been impossible to ignore. I was thinking about this 
—politics, community, representation—and the role that film can play, recently 
over coffee with a friend.

“I’m trans today because of the Queer Film Festival, you know,” he said 
between sips of coffee. He described sitting in a dark theatre at the Festival 
during a film about a young trans man’s transition. Not yet trans, my friend 
found himself drawn into the story. Somehow he knew the story, and then he 
knew why—he wasn’t just watching a film, he was seeing himself reflected 
on screen, perhaps for the first time. Sitting in that dark theatre, his life was 
illuminated and made clearer.

That’s what the Festival is all about: seeing ourselves reflected on screen in 
ways that transform us and others in profound ways.

Last year we screened Handsome and Majestic, a short film about Milan, a 
trans youth living in Prince George. The audience’s reaction, not wanting Milan 
to face his challenges alone, spontaneously created a list of allies, whereby 
each person committed to standing up for Milan when he next encountered 
difficulty at school.  That kind of spontaneous community building is really the 
best of the Festival: film connecting communities together for change. This 
year, look to be provoked and enlivened by films that centre relevant issues in 
our communities today. For example, the intersections of race, queerness, and  
community are lovingly and critically held in FREE CeCe!, Jewel's Catch 
One, and The Death and Life of Marsha P. Johnson.

This is your Festival. Let the stories entertain, provoke, and resonate.

To the Friends of the Vancouver Queer Film Festival: 

I’m grateful for the opportunity to offer a few words of greeting to guests 
joining us for the 2017 Vancouver Queer Film Festival. As one of the newest 
board members for the Festival’s host organization, Out On Screen, I’ve been 
impressed with the commitment that my colleagues have brought to all our 
exciting and growing initiatives. From this long-lived film Festival to our educa-
tional and empowerment work in schools, Out On Screen is making a real and 
important impact on the lives of queer people across this city and through-
out this province, and that’s something we can all celebrate with pride. Yet 
this fierce crew has also impressed me with the humility and care they’ve 
brought to matters still very much in process, especially that of the full and 
meaningful representation, access, and participation of marginalized com-
munities in what we do and how we do it. There’s so much we’re doing well, 
but we’re also keenly aware that we’re not where we should be in ensuring 
that queer poor, and working class folks, two-spirit members from our First 
Nations hosts in these unceded territories, and people of diverse ability are 
represented in not only the art and educational materials we share, but also 
throughout the organization and its administration. A community organization 
is strongest when it draws on the many strengths of all members of its com-
munity, and we’re working on it—that commitment is one of the main reasons 
I wanted to be part of Out On Screen and its work. Over the next little while 
you’ll continue to see tangible evidence of these important commitments and 
guiding principles in action. We’re grateful to you for your continuing sup-
port and your own dedication to helping us reflect the transformative values 
of our art in the everyday work we undertake and the many relationships to 
which we’re committed. Out On Screen will always endeavour to reflect the 
very best of who we are—individually and collectively, in our distinctions and 
our connections—and we’re so very pleased to be doing this work together 
with you.

Keep a fire,

Daniel Heath Justice
Cherokee Nation













We believe that we’re all capable of making art, sharing a new perspective, and seeing the world 
in a different light. That’s why we support the arts in Canadian communities – to inspire the artist 
in all of us, and to give more people the opportunity to share their story. Scotiabank is proud to 
support the Vancouver Queer Film Festival.

Get inspired at scotiabank.com/arts

Art inspires the  
creativity in everyone.
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Amnesty International 
amnesty.ca

BOLD: Bold, Old(er) Lesbians & Dykes
boldfest.com

CampOUT! 
campout.ubc.ca

Cinemafantastique Film Fest Society
cinemafantastique.org

Cineworks
cineworks.ca

CiTR Radio 101.9FM & Discorder Magazine
citr.ca

CJSF 90.1 FM
cjsf.ca

DOXA Documentary Film Festival
doxafestival.ca

The Foundation of Hope
foundationofhope.net

Full Circle: First Nations Performance
fullcircle.ca

Geist
geist.com

Greater Vancouver Native Cultural Society
facebook.com/gvncs78

Health Initiative for Men (HIM)
checkhimout.ca

Indian Summer Festival
indiansummerfest.ca

LEGIT - Canadian Immigration for Same-sex Partners
legit.ca

Lezervations
lezervations.com

Migrante BC 
migrantebc.com

Momentum Health Study
momentumstudy.ca

PACE Society
pace-society.org

PFLAG Vancouver
pflagvancouver.com

Positive Living BC
positivelivingbc.org

PuSh International Performing Arts Festival
pushfestival.ca

QMUNITY - BC’s queer, trans, and Two-Spirit 
resource centre
qmunity.ca

Queer Families of Vancouver
facebook.com/groups/1418626981698968

Rainbow Refugee
rainbowrefugee.ca

Raindance Vancouver
raindance.org/vancouver

Ricepaper Magazine 
ricepapermagazine.ca

Sher Vancouver
shervancouver.com

South Asian Film Education Society (S.A.F.E.S)
southasianfilm.blogspot.ca

Trans Alliance Society
transalliancesociety.org

Union LGBT+ Wedding Show
unionweddingshow.com

Vancouver Asian Film Festival
vaff.org

Vancouver Frontrunners
vancouverfrontrunners.org

Vancouver International Film Festival
viff.org

Vancouver Latin American Film Festival
vlaff.org

Vancouver Men’s Chorus
vancouvermenschorus.ca

Vancouver Taiwanese Film Festival
twff.ca

Women in Film and Television Vancouver
womeninfilm.ca

With much gratitude to our allies and partners at the following organizations:

For more information on all of our community partners, please visit 
queerfilmfestival.ca/community-partners.











The award-winning Contreras brothers—director Ernesto and writer Carlos—have teamed up again to 
bring us their most ambitious film yet. Set in a small jungle settlement in Mexico’s Veracruz province,  
I Dream in Another Language begins with a young linguist, Martín, and his research with the last three 
surviving speakers of the Indigenous language Zikril.  Martín quickly discovers that communication between 
two of the three language holders, Isauro and Evaristo, has been severed by a fifty-year feud. This seeming 
irreconcilable feud gradually gives way to a long-lost love story. 

Winner of the 2017 Audience Choice Award at Sundance, much of the film’s success lies in its ability to 
blend a compelling romantic drama with the captivating magical realism that frequently hallmarks Latin 
American cinema. But at the crux of this story is its portrayal of the loss of Indigenous languages; as director 
Ernesto Contreras said in a feature Sundance interview, “When you lose a language, you lose a culture, a 
worldview, knowledge.” 

Since its big win at Sundance, I Dream in Another Language has gone on to garner audience choice 
awards at film festivals in Guadalajara, Minneapolis, and Maitland, Florida. 

I Dream in Another Language (Sueño en otro idioma) | Ernesto Contreras | Mexico |  2017 |  
103 min | Spanish with English subtitles

I Dream in Another Language (Sueño en otro idioma)

THU | AUG 10 | 7pm | VPH SAT | AUG 12 | 4pm | IV 

OPENING GALA

22

Screening Sponsors: Cineplex, Scotiabank







CLOSING GALA

After 11-days of laughing, crying, learning, and connecting, come close the Festival with a feel-good 
comedy. Picture  Dead Poets Society  meets  Glee  at a rugby-obsessed Irish boy’s boarding school. In 
Handsome Devil, lanky, red-haired misfit  Ned, sticks out glaringly among his macho peers. Ned copes 
with everyday bullying by keeping to himself, until the rugby team’s newest star athlete, Conor, moves into 
his dorm room. Gradually, the loner and the jock form an unlikely friendship—one that teaches them to both 
care for and challenge one another in ways they never thought possible. 

The film also offers satisfying sub-plot in the story of closeted English teacher, Dan Sherry (Andrew Scott 
of Pride and Sherlock), who struggles to support Ned and Conor while trying not to out himself. Writer and 
director John Butler successfully shows the true threats of homophobia for youth and adults, while keeping 
the narrative decidedly optimistic. Winner of the Dublin Film Critics Circle Award in 2016, John Butler’s 
sophomore feature film has been charming audiences worldwide. 

Handsome Devil | John Butler | Ireland | 2016 | 95 min 

Handsome Devil

SUN | AUG 20 | 7pm | VPH 
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